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Reflection  

Recently a friend remarked that ‘no matter where you turn, the 

world’s out of control’ …  and, in many, many ways it can appear 

such. 

Yet … As we journey through Lent towards the events of Easter, 

we’re invited to engage in another narrative, a narrative that 

speaks of an all powerful creator who, out of love for the         

created, makes it possible for the created to be restored to     

fullness.   

This narrative calls for waiting, wondering and ultimately          

responding to the gift that is offered through these events. May 

our journey this Lent lead us again to the Cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and may we hear afresh the words.. It is accomplished... 

           Ian.  

 

I am currently establishing my diary for second half  of 2017 and would 

welcome opportunities to come and share stories of the Council activities 

with your Church or organisation – you can contact me on 03 9650 4511 or 

email at ian.smith@vcc.org.au    
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Did you know that violence against 
women and their children is prevent-
able? We can stop the murder of 
one woman a week in Australia 
through addressing what drives this 
violence.  

Did you also know that you can play 
a role in making a violence-free 
country a reality?  Although no sin-
gle individual, organisation or gov-
ernment can prevent violence 
against women alone, if we all pull 
in the same direction we can work 

Safe as Churches Conference 

16th – 17th May 2017 - Jasper 

Hotel, Melbourne 

At this conference we will be look-
ing at the: impact of abuse on survi-
vors; pastoral care of survivors and 
parishes; Family Violence preven-
tion; Elder Abuse; eSafety and digi-
tal trends; plus various workshops 
to assist churches in being a safe 
place for all people. 

towards a safer and more equal 
Australia.  

Evidence says that gender inequality 
is the key driver of violence against 
women. Individuals in every environ-
ment that we live, work and play in 
– workplaces, schools, sport, faith 
settings, media, in the community 
and in the home – can make a differ-
ence through challenging violence 
supportive attitudes and outdated 
views of gender that can limit both 
men and women.  

 

News from the Council  

meeting of all state and territory     
leaders was held, with an  overwhelm-
ing desire to see the work of chaplaincy 
in this context expand,    coordinated 
and integrated into the state or         
territory arrangements. 

This meeting was preceded by a 
meeting with the Director General, 
Emergency Management Australia 
(EMA), Mr. Mark     
Crosweller who is very 
positive about chap-
laincy and encouraged 
the establishment of a 
national body to drive 
policy, capability and 
capacity. 

More and more VCC 
EM is being asked to 

National Council of Churches—Safe Church Program 

be represented on national 
roundtable policy discussions. 
In March 2017, I attended the  
Australasian and New        
Zealand  Emergency          
Management roundtable    
policy discussion addressing the    
question of “How do we reduce       
human suffering in emergencies”. 

“VCC EM volunteers have recently  
supported communities across the 
state who were affected by the       
November storms resulting in        
Thunderstorm Asthma and the deaths 
of a number of Victorians. This on the 
back of the Bourke Street incident and 
plane crash at DFO have kept our    
volunteers busy. 

In 2011, Stuart Stuart from VCC 
EM  and Stephen Robinson from NSW 
Disaster Recovery Chaplaincy Network 
(DRCN), working with a sub committee 
of the National Council of Churches in 
Australia (NCCA), began working on a 
national strategy to develop disaster 
recovery chaplaincy services in each 
state and territory. 

On Friday 24th March, the inaugural 

VCC EM 

Page 2 Council News           

 

      - The AGM is on the 13th May— This year alongside of the business of Council we will be thanking               

        Ashok as his term of Presidency concludes and we’ll be installing Bishop Peter Danaher as our new  

        President  - All are encouraged to attend 

     -  Council is continuing to explore ways of responding to the recommendations from the State Royal     

        Commission into Domestic violence—Council is hopeful of establishing a project to provide               

        resources for our Churches  

      - Council is endeavouring to put together a calendar of events for the churches during this year of  

        commemorations marking the 500 years since the reformation   



Our Watch  

Our Watch works to create the  

generational change needed to end vio-

lence against women and their children. See 

more at www.ourwatch.org.au Mary Barry, 

CEO of Our Watch, and other staff will be 

with us at the conference to say more 

about this important topic. 

 

Registrations are open now 

https://www.trybooking.com/

MNOA  

here on this page for your use 

throughout the Lenten season to 

deepen your commitment to nonvi-

olence in word and deed, in person-

al lifestyle choices and in 

action aimed at creating 

social change. Each week 

we'll be posting and 

sending out reflections 

connecting the themes of 

Lent and weekly biblical readings 

with our campaign promoting nonvi-

olence. You'll see those reflections 

(and other resources) archived be-

low, and we'll be sharing them over 

social media with the hashtag 

#LiveNonviolence.  

Reflections 

Ash Wednesday, March 1, by Marie 
Dennis, Pax Christi International Co-

President 

First Sunday of Lent, March 5, by 
Moses Sichei Sakong, with Martha 
Okomi, of the Peace Tree Network 

Resources 

2017 Lenten Reflection Guide: A 
Journey with Gospel Nonviolence, 
from Maryknoll Office for Global 
Concerns 

"A Vow of Nonviolence", by Eileen 
Egan and Rev. John Dear (Spanish 
version) 

Reconciliation with Justice: Reflec-
tions for Lent 2017, by Anne McCar-
thy, osb and Bernadette O'Neill, 
from Pax Christi USA 

- See more at: http://

www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017

-livenonviolence-lent-these-

reflections-and-

re-

sources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dn

e2FYgd.dpuf 

In his World Day of Peace message 

on January 1, 2017, Pope Francis 

stated, "To be true followers of Je-

sus today also includes embracing 

his teaching about nonvi-

olence." The season of 

Lent is that time of year 

when Catholics all across 

the world are examining 

their consciences, re-

penting of personal and social sin, 

and seeking to witness more vividly 

to the peace and justice that are 

explicit in Jesus's passion, death and 

resurrection. This is the perfect time 

of the liturgical year to take up Pope 

Francis's call to action regarding 

nonviolence, to embrace Jesus's 

"teaching about nonviolence". To 

that end, we're collecting resources 

From UCA Justice and International Mission 

Lent 2017: #LiveNonviolence this Lent with these reflections and resources 
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Safe Church Tip 

Safe church signage 

Along with the safe church com-
mitment, it is good practice to 
visually display that you are com-
mitted to safeguarding children, 
young people and vulnerable 
people. The signage should in-
clude who the safe church con-
tact is for your community and 
be child friendly in its language 
so it is accessible to everyone.  

http://www.ourwatch.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/MNOA
https://www.trybooking.com/MNOA
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=7339780a01&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=312419b95a&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=c1add12690&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=c1add12690&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=eecd5e7b70&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=014afacf12&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=014afacf12&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=0425448b9c&e=0f25e49441
http://uca.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21f3bd90cc82c10b8e2cf6a47&id=0425448b9c&e=0f25e49441
http://www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017-livenonviolence-lent-these-reflections-and-resources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dne2FYgd.dpuf
http://www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017-livenonviolence-lent-these-reflections-and-resources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dne2FYgd.dpuf
http://www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017-livenonviolence-lent-these-reflections-and-resources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dne2FYgd.dpuf
http://www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017-livenonviolence-lent-these-reflections-and-resources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dne2FYgd.dpuf
http://www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017-livenonviolence-lent-these-reflections-and-resources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dne2FYgd.dpuf
http://www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017-livenonviolence-lent-these-reflections-and-resources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dne2FYgd.dpuf
http://www.paxchristi.net/news/lent-2017-livenonviolence-lent-these-reflections-and-resources/6580#sthash.xpdR3PQT.Dne2FYgd.dpuf


2017 Richard McKinney Memorial Ecumenical      
Lenten Lectures 

THEME:-   ISAIAH: PROPHET of PAIN, HOPE and LIBERA-
TION 

Speaker:-ANGELA SAWYER :Grad DipEd; M.Div.; 

PhD Candidate. 

Dean of Students and Lecturer in Old Testament at  

Stirling Theological College, University of Divinity. 

 

Lecture 3:  Redeemer and Saviour 

[Isaiah 54] at Mother of God Catholic Church 

63 Wilfred St., East Ivanhoe on Tuesday April 4 2017, 8 pm  

International Women’s Day 
2017 – #BeBoldForChange 

International Women’s Day is a 

day to celebrate women and all 

their achievements, reflect on 

the challenges women continue 

to face, and take actions to fur-

ther gender equality in our 

homes, in our workplaces and in 

our broader community. 

Gender equality is firmly on the 

national agenda. We now see it 

regularly reported on in the me-

dia, we see men and women 

from all areas of life standing up 

and speaking out about injustice 

and discriminatory behaviour in 

our society. This is encouraging, 

and we must continue to actively 

seek to engage women with gen-

uine gender equality; closing the 

gender pay gap, sharing caring 

responsibilities, offering leader-

ship positions and making work 

flexible for women and men. But 

there is a long way to go. 

Read more 
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Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission 

VCC Assembly 16th February 

ON the 16th of February 2017 the Council gathered to address a number of matters  including; 

 updating the constitution, receiving the budget   

 After a shared meal those assembled were led in a reflection on Ecumenism; then, now and into 

the future by the Very Rev Fr Denis Stanley of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne.  

Some pictures from the night are on the following page. 

 

http://veohrc.cmail19.com/t/j-l-ujukuhk-atkildiit-o/


The VCC has been an active participant within a group of over 100 Faith, cultural and community groups who wrote a 

submission to the recent review of the Anti discrimination legislation commenced by the Federal Government. 

The initial draft legislation gave permission or was seen to be giving permission to vilifying others on the basis of 

where they came from or how they appeared. Whilst it also challenged the very fabric of our societal values.  The 

Coalition’s submission can be viewed at …. 

The Council notes that this legislation was presented in the Senate and after a rigorous debate failed to get the   

numbers and so no change to the legislation that has proved robust and workable for 25 years will be undertaken. 

Affirmation of Cultural and Religious diversity remains a cornerstone of our society.  

 

VCC will via its participation in this coalition continue to monitor and respond to any forms of racial or religious  

Vilification  

Some photos from VCC gathering on 16th February  

 

 

 

 

 Rev Antawan praying at close of Business session  

VCC’s Engagement in the Coalition to Advance Multiculturalism 
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Major Christine Wright’s closing remarks  



 

 

Very Rev Fr Denis Stanley delivering the presentation  

On:  Ecumenism, then now and tomorrow  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk for Justice for Refugees* 

Palm Sunday – 9 April 

Once again, ASCM is supporting the Palm Sunday Walk for Justice for Refugees on 9 April. Join ASCM at the march, 

gathering at the State Library from 1:30pm. 

Over 2,000 people are still in limbo on Nauru (including children) and on Manus Island (PNG). There are significant 

doubts about how many, if any will be offered resettlement in the US. Here in Australia there are over 200 people in 

detention (including over 30 children). There are nearly 2,500 asylum seekers living in the community on Temporary 

Protection Visas or TPVs with no certainty about permanent protection, and many of these are children. Moreover, 

30,000 are on Bridging Visas, who have not been granted refugee status, and who have recently been given just 60 

days to prove their refugee claims, or be at risk of deportation – this is deeply concerning, as the process for claiming 

asylum is complex, and needs legal support. It is feared that many of these people will be 

denied because a fair process and consequently returned to life threatening and dan-

gerous situations.   

The Walk is calling for a new approach to asylum seekers:  

 Justice and Freedom for Refugees 

 Close detention centres on Manus Island and Nauru 

Permanent Protection in Australia for people seeking asylum 

 
 

Speakers include:  Daniel Webb - human rights lawyer; Jane Wylie - a former teacher on Nauru, refugee speakers, 
and an interfaith panel with Islamic, Jewish and Christian representatives.  Corinne Grant will be MC.  Music by Abe 

Nouk, Kavisha Mazzella, the Mass Melbourne Gospel Choir and others. 
 
More information on Facebook.  

*The VCC is an endorsing body of the Walk for Justice for Refugees 
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Please click on above 

image for flyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ascm.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2cbdec99e306d03a9160339&id=a408b3f0e0&e=347f7e61da
http://vcc.org.au/images/2017_Walk_for_Justice_Refugees.pdf


Living Leadership 2017  

Every congregation and commu-
nity relies on a range of leader-
ship roles, and networks of peo-
ple operating as teams, whatever 
the name or structure. Living 
Leadership enhances the capaci-
ty of individual leaders and lead-
ership teams across the church 
to exercise effective leadership. 
Living Leadership recognises the 

organic and evolving nature of 
leadership in contexts of chal-
lenge, and times of change. 
You’re invited to participate in 
these events that will build ca-
pacity, insight and resilience in 
your leadership...  

Apr 26, 27; Core Intensive (2x2-
Days) Hoppers Crossing 

Apr 30, May 1     

Jul 24-28 Core Intensive (1x5- 

days) Parkville 

TBC  Core Intensive (2x2-
Day)  Northern Victoria 

Nb. For more information on 
these and other great Living 
Leadership opportunities – such 
as the Intercultural Leadership 
Day taking place on May 11 , go 
to Living Leadership 2017 or e-
mail :chris.barnett@ctm.uca.edu.
au 

 

Act for Peace 
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Celebrating the completion of the 
Child Safe Standards project. 

From L-R: Mr Cameron Haig NCCA 
Safe Churches Program,             

Mrs Karen Davis CSS Project 
Worker, and Rev Ian Smith,       
Executive Officer of the VCC 

 
 
 
 
 

Victorian Council for Christian Education  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February saw the first declaration of famine in six years when parts of conflict-affected South Sudan were found to be experiencing cata-

strophic food shortages and starvation. Other countries in East Africa are experiencing similar hunger crises, including Kenya, Ethiopia and in 

Somalia, where long-standing armed conflict has greatly affected people’s ability to access food and water. Around the region, thousands of 

people have crossed international borders in search of help.  

The situation is dire: the United Nations has declared that Somalia (along with Nigeria and Yemen) is 

particularly at risk of moving towards its second famine this decade. This would devastate the country 

and cause major setbacks in the modest development gains of recent years.  

Combined with the logistical difficulties in reaching people in remote areas, in South Sudan and Somalia, 

reaching the most vulnerable people can be immensely challenging due to the insecure and hostile oper-

ational environment, as targeted attacks on humanitarian workers continue. 

Act for Peace is working through its partner the ACT Alliance to respond to urgent and longer term 

needs, providing life-saving food, water, health and hygiene assistance, along with longer term interven-

tions to help people recover, including agricultural and livelihoods assistance. An appeal has been 

launched www.actforpeace.org.au/eastafrica – please give generously. 

Yvette Crafti 

A malnourished child receiving emer-

gency food aid at a therapeutic feeding 

centre run by Act for Peace’s partner in 

Ethiopia. Credit: Magnus Aronson/

Church of Sweden 

http://ctm.uca.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/LL_intensive_HC_2017.pdf
http://ctm.uca.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/LL_intensive_HC_2017.pdf
http://ctm.uca.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/LL-A4-flyer.pdf
mailto:chris.barnett@ctm.uca.edu.au
mailto:chris.barnett@ctm.uca.edu.au
http://www.actforpeace.org.au/eastafrica


  

that all Faith Communities in          

Victoria have the opportunity to 

ensure that they are prepared to 

implement the Child Safe Standards 

in their faith community.  

We are pleased to partner with the 

A Reminder  

 As of January 1st 2017 the Victorian 

Child Safe Standards become      

mandatory for all Churches and 

Faith organisations. For more details 

visit: 

www.childsafestandards.org.au 

How to implement the Victorian 

Child Safe Standards in your faith 

community that come into place on 

1 January 2017. 

The Victorian Council of Churches in 

partnership with the National    

Council of Churches in Australia – 

Safe Church Program has               

collaborated together to provide a 

toolkit and Training Portal to ensure 

Commission for Children and Young 

People (www.ccyp.vic.gov.au) in 

assisting faith based organisations 

to meet the Child Safe Standards by 

providing a range of faith-generic 

resources, tools and supports. 

Council News is the official newsletter 
of the Victorian Council of Churches  

Editor Rev. Ian Smith Executive Officer  

Email (as well as to unsubscribe): 
vcc@vcc.org.au 

Tel: 9650 4511 

Child Safe Standards 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

The Victorian Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the 
one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

 

*** If you have an event that you want others to 
know about then contact at vcc@vcc.org.au 

excluding January we plan to publish a Council News 
each month *** 

Victorian Council of 

Churches 

We’re on the web! 

www.vcc.org.au 


